
Human subjects 
  
This core area addresses issues important in conducting research involving human 
subjects.  This includes topics such as the definition of human subjects research, ethical 
principles for conducting human subjects research, informed consent, confidentiality and 
privacy of data and patient records, risks and benefits, preparation of a research protocol, 
institutional review boards, adherence to study protocol, proper conduct of the study, and 
special protections for targeted populations, e.g., children, minorities, and the elderly. 
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