Publication practices and responsible authorship

This core area addresses the purpose and importance of scientific publication, and the
responsibilities of the authors. This includes topics such as collaborative work and
assigning appropriate credit, acknowledgments, appropriate citations, repetitive
publications, fragmentary publication, sufficient description of methods, corrections and
retractions, conventions for deciding upon authors, author responsibilities, and the
pressure to publish.
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Examples of institutional guidelines on authorship available online

o American Chemical Society: guidelines for the ethical obligations of authors, editors,
and manuscript reviewers. Includes a discussion of the ethical obligations of scientists
intending to publish outside of the scientific literature. Available online at
http://pubs.acs.org:80/instruct/ethic.html

e American Medical Association: Issue of JAMA featuring many articles on biomedical
peer review (Vol. 280, No. 3, July 15, 1998) http://jama.ama-assn.org/

¢ Council of Biology Editors Authorship Task Force
http://www.councilscienceeditors.org

o Society for Neuroscience: Responsible Conduct Regarding Scientific Communication
(1998). Includes guidelines and suggestions for authors, editors, and reviewers of
research manuscripts as well as writing abstracts for scientific presentations,
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communication outside of the scientific literature, and recommendations for dealing
with possible misconduct. Available online at
http://web.stn.org/content/AboutSfN1/Guidlines/guidelines.htm

o University of Pittsburgh http://www.pitt.edu/~provost/ethresearch.html
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